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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF SPORT ANNUAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE — 
SPORTWEST AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [1.12 pm]: It gives me great 
pleasure to advise the house of the remarkable Western Australians who have been recognised in this year’s 
Western Australian Institute of Sport Annual Awards of Excellence and the 2023 SportWest Awards. The Cook 
government supports SportWest and WAIS as vital industry bodies for sport in WA. It was a privilege to celebrate 
and recognise our highest sporting achievers and those who have played a pivotal role in all aspects of sports 
administration, volunteering and development. 
I ask everyone to congratulate our Western Australian sports stars for 2023, including pole vaulter Nina Kennedy, 
who was named WAIS Athlete of the Year. A highlight of her outstanding year was clinching the gold medal at the 
2023 World Athletics Championships held in Budapest, sharing the top spot with Katie Moon from the United States. 
Rower Jacqui Swick was named Young Athlete of the Year. As part of the Australian women’s eight rowing 
team, her success at the world championships solidified the power of the women’s eight and helped secure them 
a qualification spot for the Paris Olympics. Paul Burgess, head coach of the pole vault program, was named 
Coach Athlete of the Year; the experiences and knowledge he brings to the role from a distinguished athletics career 
have been integral to the program’s success. Rowing took out the Program of the Year Award for 2023, following 
a phenomenal all-round year. There were also special presentations for two more exceptional athletes: para triathlete 
David Bryant was named the recipient of the Wally Foreman Scholarship for 2023, and para powerlifter Ben Wright 
was presented with his bronze medal from the 2022 Commonwealth Games following a doping violation by one of 
his competitors. 
At the SportWest awards, Matildas superstar Samantha Kerr took out the title of 2023 WA Sports Star, and the 
following Western Australians were the overall SportWest winners in their respective categories. Swimmer Iona 
Anderson was the Rebel Junior Sports Star. The WA men’s cricket team was the Team of the Year. Cricket coach 
Adam Voges, whom I taught in primary school, was the coach of the year. Lacrosse official Tim Kennedy was 
the ActiveXchange Official of the Year. Troy Kirkham of the West Australian Football Commission was the 
Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries Sports Administrator of the Year. Jan Cooper in 
Australian Rules Football, Tony Ball in swimming and David Neesham in water polo received the May Campbell 
Medal for service to sport. The Swan Districts Football Club received the John Gilmour Medal for being the 
RevolutioniseSPORT Community Club of the Year. The Kwinana Tigers Hockey Club received the Healthway 
Healthy Club Award. Connor Clarke in Kendo Renmei was the RSM Australia Community Sport Volunteer of the 
Year. The SunSmart Busselton Festival of Triathlon was the Community Sporting Event of the Year. Team Connect 
in cricket was the Sport Initiative of the Year. WA Cricket was announced as Organisation of the Year. 
Congratulations to all recipients and nominees; I hope they continue to enrich Western Australian sport through 
their dedication to sporting excellence and inspire generations to come. 
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